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Sacramento Northern’s “Comet” in Redwood Can- 
yon, a Few Miles Out of Oakland. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 





Well, here we are at last around to the March issue again. We 
have gone a long way from our first excursion issue that was dis- 
tributed on the Fort Bragg trip of the R&LHS, and many unex- 

ected things have come to pass. Who would have expected that 

e Western Railroader would grow. from a 4x5 sheet with fewer 
than thirty readers to the present size with over three hundred 
regular readers and growing every month? We have changed in 


content too, more facts, more news, more interesting than ever 
before. 


Now let’s get back to the business at hand. First a few have 
written about getting your copies late in the month; well, that 
is as it should be for our publication date is the second or third 
Saturday (depending on excursions, meetings, etc.). Another rea- 
son for this date is that we carry a large volume of news copy, 


and we do not want that news to be pre-dated, that is printed be- 
fore it happens. 


A few corrections from our last issue. The story about the 
new SP engines left out an -8-, and should have read that the 
SP was in the field for some 4-8-8-2’s and 2-8-8-4’s. Then the 
Golden State Transportation Historical Society writes to correct 
us in the matter of their name not being Golden Gate T. H. S., 
but confirming the statement that they are purchasing the com- 
bination coach of the Deep Creek Railroad. 


Plans for the future? Yes, plenty of them. Histories of the 
Deep Creek Railroad and Tidewater Southern Railway, articles on 
the Fair exhibits, and news up and down the Pacific slope. It 
should be remembered that this publication is put out for the Nor- 


thern California Railroad Club and the RAILFANS OF THE PAC- 
*IFIC SLOPE. 


Thanks in this issue go to Mr. Whittaker and Mr. Ejichstaedt 
for news; Mr. R. B. Mitchell, Traffic Manager, Mr. E. D. Barnett, 
Sup’t., and Mr. J. A. Kasch, agent, for the Bay Point & Clayton mat- 


erial; and Mr. H. A. Mitchell, President, and Mr. C. H. James: 
Agent, for the Sacramento Northern material. 
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The Bay Point & 
Clayton R. R. 


The Bay Point and Clayton 
Railroad was incorporated on 
August ‘29, 1906, as a common 
carrier for the purpose of con- 
structing a standard gauge rail- 
road from Bay Point, later cal- 
led Port Chicago, to Clayton, with 
a branch to the site of a prop- 
osed cement mill at Cowell, a 
total of 18 miles of line. 

The Henry Cowell Lime and 
Cement Company, ‘who had pre- 
viously been in the lime and ce- 
ment business supplying lime and 
rock to the Speckels Sugar Re- 
fineries, had purchased a large 
tract of land in Contra Costa 
County for the purpose of build- 
ing a plant for the production 
of portland cement. At first the 
company asked the Southern Pa- 
cific to construct a branch from 
Concord to Cowell, but when 
the Southern Pacific refused, the 
directors of the cement company 
decided to sponsor the construc- 
tion of an independent line from 
Bay Point. 

Due to the prospects of haul- 
ing hay, grapes, wine, rock and 
other products from the region 
around Clayton the backers of 
the railroad decided to build 
their main line from Bay Point 
to Clayton, and put the cement 
mill on a branch. After construc- 
tion had been started at Bay 
Point, however, it was found 
that the owners of the vineyard 
and orchard land between Cowell 
Junction and Clayton ‘wanted such 





a high price for their land that 
it did not warrant its purchase 
for a railroad right-of-way. 
Therefore it was decided to build 
only that. part of the line be- 
tween Bay Point and Cowell, a 
distance of only 9 miles. 

For use in building the line 
the railroad company bought an 
0-6-0 switching engine from the 
Baldwin Locomotive Company, 
and the cement company bought 
an identical engine at the same 
time for use around the cement 
mill. The railroad company’s en- 
gine was numbered 2, while the 
cement company’s engine was 
numbered Cowell Portland Cem- 
ent number 1. The difference in 
numbers was due to the fact that 
both company’s use the same 
yards at Cowell, and the cement 
company’s engine is leased to 
the Bay Point and Clayton when 
the railroad’s No. 2 is in the 
shops. 

In addition the railroad pur- 
chased an old open-end combina- 
tion car from the Santa.Fe Rail- 
road (Santa Fe No. 2440). 

Construction was finished on 
April 9, 1909, at which time the 
line was opened as a common 
carrier with a big celebration. 
The ]ine prospered almost from 
the first, not only did the cement 
plant send out a constant stream 
of business, but the line hauled a 
substantial tonnage of agricultur- 
al products, hay grain, wine and 
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rock. Likewise the passenger bus- 
iness prospered, even if the al- 
most weekly excursions are ov- 
erlooked. The line hauled many 
groups as Sunday excursions us- 
ing equipment from other lines 


in the movements. Most famous 
of the excursions was the huge 
crowd that left Cowell on April 
3, 1915 to attend Contra Costa 
Day at the Panama Pacific Expo- 
sition. 

Around 1910 the Oakland & 
Antioch Railway had sought and 
received permission to cross the 
Bay Point and Clayton Railroad 
Company’s tracks at what was 
then called Government Ranch. 
Shortly after the United States 
entered the World War, the gov- 
ernment took over the plant of 
the Pacific Coast Shipbuilding 
Plant at Bull Head’s Point, one 
mile north of Bay Point on Sui- 
suin Bay, and established head- 
quarters for the plant at this 
same Government ranch which 
they renamed Clyde on August 
20, 1918. 

To supply transportation be- 
tween the administration head- 
quarters at Clyde and the ship- 
building plant at Bull Head’s 
Point an agreement ‘was reached 
between the Bay Point and Clay- 
ton and the government offici- 
als for the construction of an 
extension of the Bay Point and 
Clayton to Bull Head’s Point. The 
extension started from a point a 
few thousand feet from Port Chi- 
cago (Bay Point) by an over- 
head track over the Southern Pa- 
cific and Santa Fe tracks and a 
7000 foot trestle to the plant. Con- 
struction had hardly been com- 








pleted when the armistice was 
signed, and the need for ship- 
building plant was gone. Thus 
except for a few construction 
trains the extension was never 
put in operation. The Bay Point 
and Clayton was left with a 
very expensive “white elephant” 
which still stands though it has 
fallen into disrepair. 

At present the Bay Point and 
Clayton is operating its original 
nine miles of track between Port 
Chicago (Bay Point) and Cow- 
ell. Present rules call for a max- 
imum tonnage of southbound 
trains of 300 tons, and a maxi- 
mum speed of twenty miles per 
hour for all trains, with the 
northbound trains having rights 
over the southbound trains. Al- 
though the Bay Point & Clayton 
has no regular depot connections 
with the Santa Fe or Southern 
Pacific at Port Chicago, the daily 
train connects with Sacramento 
Northern train number 8 at Clyde. 
The daily (except Sunday) trains 
of the Bay Point and Clayton 
are run mixed trains and flag or 
stop at Port Chicago, Clyde, Boll- 
man’s Siding, Matherson, Cowell 
Junction and Cowell. Train No. 
1 leaves Cowell] at 5:00 in the af- 
ternoon daily except as noted 
ard reaches Port Chicago thirty 
minutes later; train No. 2 leaves 
Port Chicago at 6:05 in the ev- 
ening and reaches Cowell 35 min- 
utes later. Although truck com- 
petition has deprived the road 
of much of its revenues, the ce- 
ment mill keeps the line running 
even though the railroad has fal- 
len into the “red” in the past 
few years. 
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The Cowell Portland 
Cement Co. 


The Cowell Portland Cement 
Company operates about 2 miles 
of standard gauge railroad track 
and spurs around their plant, ex- 
cluding the rails of the Bay Point 
& Clayton. The standard gauge 
line of the cement company ex- 
tends from the crushing mills to 
the main plant about one and a 
half miles distant upon which 
the cement company’s engine, 
No. 2, hauls a number of drop 
bottom stee] cars of 10 ton cap- 
acity. 

The main line however con- 
sists of a three mile narrow gauge 
line running from the crushing 
mills to the quarry. This line 
is of the 40 inch or 3% foot 
gauge consists of three miles of 
main line and about one and a 
half miles of sidings, loading 
and passing tracks. There are 
42 Kilbourn and Jacobs rocker 
bottom steel cars of 6 tons cap- 
acity in active service as well 





as a few old Western side-dump 
cars with wooden frames which 
are in storage. The line is op- 
erated with four narrow gauge 
saddle tank locomotives two of 
which were purchased in 1907 
one in 1916 and one in 1924 from 
the Baldwin Locomotive Com- 
pany. Due to the heavy use as 
well as unusually heavy rails 
averaging between 50 and 65 
pounds per yard. The line is 
built to very high standards and 
has many cuts and fills that 
‘would be a credit to any stan- 
dard gauge line. 

Both the standard gauge and 
narrow gauge engines use oil, 
and they are kept in good -run- 
ning order in the two shops, one 
standard and one narrow op- 
erated by the company. The 
crews belong to the railroad 
brotherhoods and the lines are 
run according to standard rail- 
road practice. 





Engine Roster of the Bay Point & 
Clayton R. R. and Cowell Cement Co. 


No. Type Cyls.. Drvs. 
STANDARD GAUGE 

1 0-6-0 18x24 50 

Limiting factors: 

2 0-6-0 18x24 50 

Limiting factors: 

NARROW GAUGE (3! ft.) 
3 0-4-0T 9x14 28 
0-4-0T 9x14 28 


BP 


150 
150 
165 


190 108,000 25,000 
grades 2%, curves 11: degrees. 
190 108,000 
grades 2%, curves 11 degrees. 


Wsht. TF Builder 


Baldwin, 1907 


25,000 Baldwin, 1907 


24,400 
24,400 
46,000 


5,160 
5,160 
9,800 


Baldwin, 
Baldwin, 
Baldwin, 1916 


Limiting factors: Grades 8%, rails 40tb, curves 39 degrees. 


+ 
5 0-4-0T 12x16 33 
6 


0-4-0T  9x1i4 28 150 


24,400 5,160 Baldwin, 1924 
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Southern Division of the 
Sacramento Northern 


The beginning of the Southern|Oakland and Antioch Railway, 
Division of the present Sacram-}|and when the Oakland and An- 
ento Northern system was the in-|tioch finished the construction 
corporation of the Oakland & An-|to Oakland, the OA&E started 
tioch Railway Company under the |service from Bay Point to 40th 


laws of the state of California | and Shafter, Oakland, in April, 
to construct a_ standard gauge | 1913. The OA&E’s branch to Pitts- 


electric line between Bay Point | burg opened soon after on Aug- 
and Oakland with the intention just 8, 1913. 
of later extending the line to An-| In the meantime another line 
tioch. Construction started almost | known as the San Ramon Valley 
immediately at Bay Point build- promeguen was incorporated in 
ing south towards Oakland. In | 1913 under California laws to 
the early part of 14907 the;build a line between Walnut 
line was opened from Bay Point, | Creek and Danville, Contra Cos- 
where the line connected with | ta County. Construction started 
the Santa Fe, to Concord. By | on March 1, 1913, and the line 
May the line was in operation | was opened in March 1914. The 
as far as Walnut Creek. Construc- |line was leased almost immedi- 
tion towards Oakland continued, | ately to the OA&E who contin- 
but no further extension of ser- ued to operate it. 
vice was made for a time. | Meanwhile the Sacramento Riv- 
Finding that the capital of the ler was crossed by means of a 
original company was insuffici- | ferry near West Pittsburg, where 
ent for a proposed extension to | the OA&E used a wooden ecar- 
Sacramento, the owners incorp- ferry, the “Bridgit”.. This boat 
orated the Oakland, Antioch and had been in service only a year, 
Eastern on March 27, 1911. The | when it was destroyed by fire, 
true intent of the new company and was replaced by the 600- 
was not disclosed, however, and horsepower steel car-ferry “Ra- 
the information was given out |mon”. Construction toward Sac- 
that the company was headed for |ramento was continued, and ar- 
Stockton. As soon as the new/|rangements were made with the 
company was sufficiently backed, |Sacramento-Woodland Railroad 
the true intent was disclosed, ;and Northern Electric to purch- 
and the company started cons. |ase a one-third interest in their 
truction of an electric line from |bridge across the Sacramento 





Bay Point to Sacramento with a|River at Sacramento. Through 
branch to Pittsburg. service from Third and I Streets 

In January, 1913, the Oakland, |in Sacramento to San Francisco, 
Antioch & Eastern leased the! via the Key System was opened 
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on September 3, 1913. 

The Oakland, Antioch and Eas- 
tern started an extension of the 
Pittsburg branch to Antioch, and 
had the right-of-way and steel, 
but in 1916 when some farmers 
of the Sacramento Valley started 
an electric line known as the 
Sacramento Valley Electric Rail- 
road to run up the west side of 
the valley, the OA&E sold the 
steel to the new company to 
construct a line from Rio Junc- 
tion, on the OA&E to Dixon. The 
steel for the line having been 
disposed of, the right-of-way for 
the Antioch extension reverted 
to the original owners. 

Cooperating with the Sacram- 
ento Valley Railroad the OA&E 
operated the line from from Rio 
Junction to Davis, for several 
years, but as the plan to build 
up the valley fell through and 
the existing line was unprofit- 
able, the 11.17 miles of line were 
abandoned two years after they 
were opened. 

Meanwhile the stockholders of 


Sacramento, with two branches, 
one from West Pittsburg to Pitts- 
burg, the other through the San 
Ramon Valley from Saranap to 
Danville, about 100 miles of 
main and branch lines, practic- 
ally all of which was on private 
right-of-way. In addition there 
was about 14 miles of second 
track, sidings, turnouts, etc. 

With the decline of business 
on the San Ramon Valley branch 
the 11.7 miles of line beeween 
Saranap and Danville was dis- 
continued on March 1, 1924, and 
car No. 1051 which had been used 
on the line ‘was taken to the Oak- 
land shops and scrapped. 

With the construction of the 
Union Passenger Depot in Sac- 
ramento the San Francisco-Sacra- 
mento Railroad purchased a one- 
third interest in the depot from 
the Sacramento Northern Railway 
on December 26, 1924. Later on 





September 22, 1925, the company 
|contracted an agreement with the 
| Western Pacific and the Sacra- 
{mento Northern Railway provi- 





the OA&E sought a reorganiza- | ding for the construction by the 
tion of the company to do away ;Sacramento Northern of a 13- 
with the subsiduary sompanies, | mile branch line from Lisbon 
so on January 2, 1920, the Sanj|through the Holland District to 
Francisco - Sacramento Railroad |be leased to the San Francisco 
Company was organized to ac- | Sacramento Railroad. At the same 
quire the properties of the Oak- time the San _ Francisco-Sacra- 
land, Antioch & Eastern Rai!- | mento Railroad agreed to make 
way, the Oakland and Antioch,an extension with the help of 
Railway and the San Ramon Val- | the Western Pacific to the eas- 
ley Railroad, which action had ,tern part of Pittsburg as well 
been approved by the Railroad ,as other extensions. The con- 
Commission in 1919. When put ; tract also provided for a track- 
in operation in 1920 the San Fran- ;age agreement over the company’s 
cisco-Sacramento Railroad owned | lines for the Western Pacific 
and operated an electric line ,; which has never been used. 

from 40th and Shafter heen | Control of the company, how- 
Oakland, to 3rd and I Streets, ever, was acquired in August, 
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1927 by the Western Pacific 
Railroad, through the ownership 
by the “Sacramento Company”, 
a subsiduary, of 98.5% of the 
capital stock of the San Francis- 
co-Sacramento Railroad. The Sac- 
ramento Northern Railway had 
previously passed into control of 
the Western Pacific Railroad who 
had acquired 98% of the outstand- 
ing stocks and bonds of the com- 
pany on November 5, 1925. 
‘Though not joined together un- 
til January 1, 1929 when the Sac- 
ramento Northern purchased the 
properties of the San Francisco- 
Sacramento Railroad, the Sac- 
ramento Northern applied for 
permission to construct the Hol- 
land Branch and a branch from 
Vacaville Junction to Creed, both 
‘to connect with the San Francis- 
co-Sacramento Railroad but to 


be owned by the Sacramento Nor- 
thern. Application was also made 
to construct a branch 38 miles 
long to run from Willitta Junc- 


tion on the Vacaville-Willotta 
branch to Petaluma. The Holland 
branch was completed and put 
in operation on June 29, 1929, 
and the Vacaville Junction-Creed 
‘line was completed July 15, 1930, 





but the proposed line to Petalu- 
ma did not materialize. The pre- 
viously referred to extension of 
the Pittsburg branch ‘was com- 
pleted by the Sacramento North- 


ern to the Columbia Steel Mill, 
1.85 miles, April 1, 1930. 

Thus the Southern Division of 
the Sacramento Northern Rail- 
way has grown from the short 
31 mile Oakland & Antioch Rail- 
way until it now consitutes an en- 
trigal part of the largest inter- 
urban main line in the United 
States. An additional six miles 
was added to this already famous 
line on Janaury 15, 1939, when 
the interurban trains of the Sac- 
ramento Northern started service 
over the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge, and the passengers 
of this line were delivered right 
in the center of San Francisco’s 
business district. 

With “Service To and For the 
Public” its chief aim in life, with 
fast daily passenger service to 
Sacramento Valley points, and 
with. an expedious over-night 
freight service second to none 
in the communities it serves, the 
Sacramento Northern marches on. 
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AMADOR CENTRAL ACQUIRED 
BY NEW ORGANIZATION 


ROAD WILL CONTINUE OPERATIONS 


(Amador Ledger, Jackson, California) 


The Amador Central Railroad 
will continue its operation un- 
der the direction of an entirely 
new organization, according to 
information received by George 
W. Hark, manager of the rail- 
road. The application requesting 
the California State Railroad 
Commission to approve aband- 
onment of its line has been: re- 
voked by the commission. The 
property, acquired by local in- 
terests, will continue operations 
under their direction. 

The new officers of the new 
organization are as follows: Da- 
vid R. Eisenbach, president, of 
San Francisco, who is also pres- 
ident of the Ione Fire Brick Co. 
of Ione; Walter W. Steele, vice- 
president, of Sutter Creek, who 
is a partner in the Jackson Lum- 


ber Yard at Jackson; George W. 
Hark, general manager, secretary 
and treasurer. 

The stockholders of the com- 
pany are E. E. Jackson Lumber 
Co. of Baltimore, Maryland; Chas. 
R. Ruggles Estate of Stockton; 
Mark'Bacon of Ione; D. V. Ramaz- 








zotti of Sutter Creek; Frank M. 
Manson of South Pasadena, for- 
mer president of the Amador 
Central. 

The first stockholder’s meet- 
ing was held on February 10, 
at which time a new board of 
directors was elected. They im- 
mediately discussed the affairs of 
the company and extensive plans — 
for the future improvement of 
the line were outlined. 

At the present time approxi- 
mately 10,000 ties are being in- 
stalled and a complete bridge 
crew is expected to start work on 
the numerous trestles on the line 
this week. 

The railroad, running twelve 
miles from Ione to Martell Sta- 
tion, has been in operation for 
over thirty years. When it was 
started, the line was.named the 


Ione & Eastern Railway and la- 
ter was changed to its present 
name. 

The principal place of business 
the head office, formerly located 
in San Francisco, will now be 
installed at Martell. 
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YOSEMITE VALLEY 
CARS SCRAPPED 
Cars Nos. 105 
and 331 which 
were badly burn- 
ed in a shed fire 
at Merced, Octo- 
ber 14, 1937, were 
dismantled recently at the Yo- 
semite Valley shops. The two 
cars, one a combination and the 
other an observation, had made 
up one of the trains run dur- 
ing the tourist season; they have 
been replaced with other equip- 
ment. 





“UNION PACIFIC” 
PREMIERE 


“Union Pacific”, the $2,000,000 
Ceci] B. DeMille drama filmed 
during the past six months in 
southern Utah, will have its 
world premiere in Salt Lake City 
on April 28, according to motion 
picture officials in Salt Lake. 

During the course of the film- 
ing of the picture, the Iron 
Springs station, just out of Ced- 
ar City, Utah was transformed 
completely to look like Cheyenne 
of 1865. The epic production deals 
with the building of the first 
transcontinental railroad, and is 
climaxed by the driving of the 
golden spike uniting the east and 
west at Promontory Point. 

Soon after its world premiere 
it will be released for general 
showing, and should be in your 
city very soon. It is one of the 
few truly railroad pictures to 
come out, and should be seen 
by every true railfan. 





ST&E MOTOR SCRAPPED 


Passenger motor No. 100 of 
the Stockton Terminal & Eastern 
was dismantled early this month 
at the ST&E roundhouse at Stock- 
ton. The motor, which has not 
been in use for several years, 
was built by the Hall Scott Mo- 
tor Car Company in San Fran- 
cisco as their sixth motor car. 
The body itself was built by the 
Holman Car Company also of 
San Francisco, and is now being 
used as a tool shed alongside 
the roundhouse. 





WP’S EXPOSITION FLYER 


June 10th has 
been announced 
for the opening 
date for the new 

: “Exposition Fly- 
er” of the Western Pacific Rail- 
road. Operated via WP, D&RGW, 
and CB&Q the train will run on 
a 58 hour schedule between San 
Francisco and Chicago, and will 
be the fastest non-extra fare 
train between’ these points. 
Through equipment will be car- 
ried in both directions without 
any lengthy lay-overs. The new 
train is scheduled to arrive in 
San Francisco at 10:10 p. m. and 
leave at 9:00 p. m. which will 


;mean a night schedule through 


the Feather River, but rail offi- 
cials feel that the saving in time 
will more than off-set any scen- 
ic loss. 
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Rocky Mtn. Div. 


W. C. Whittaker, Supt. 


BAMBURGER LINE GETS 
STREAMLINED EQUIPMENT 


Five high-speed _ streamlined 
electric cars will be put into ser- 
vice on the Bamburger Electric 
Railroad Company lines within 
the next month officials of the 
line announced on March 10, pri- 





or to a Salt Lake City to Ogden 
test run of one of the cars. The 
new cars are lighter and faster 
than the present cars on the line, 
weighing only 42,220 pounds and 
capable of 75 miles per hour. | 


Built by a Philadelphia company, 
the five cars were delivered dur- 
ing March to the Bamburger lines 
who are now testing and adjust- 
ing them to run on greatly short- 
ened schedules. 





UINTAH RAILWAY 
ABANDONMENT 


An Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission examiner recommended 
during March that the Uintah 
Railway be permitted to abandon 


\its entire line of railroad in Color- 


ado and Utah. 

The railroad was organized in 
1903 by the Barber Asphalt cor- 
poration to develop deposits of 
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gilsonite. The examiner said in 
his report the line had served 
that purpose and that its contin- 
ued operation “would impose un- 
necessary and undue burden on 
interstate commerce.” 

The Uintah railway unsuccess- 
fully attempted to dispose of the 
railroad to the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western. 





Sou. Pacific Div. 


Wm. Darrough, Supt. 





NEW SP POWER 













“TH > Despite our mis- 
(CAVITE print of last issue 
= =) \ he Southern Paci- 
‘ic placed orders 
February 25th for 
40 new locomotives 
to cost approximately $7,250,000. 
Twenty-eight of the new loco- 
motives are to be built by the 
Baldwin Locomotive Company. 
They will be oil-burners of the 
cab-in-front 4-8-8-2 type, AC-8 
class, practically the same in 
general specifications and power 
as those delivered in 1937 and 
now in service over the Sierra 
Nevada and Tehachapi mount- 
ains. The remaining 12 locomo- 
tives, to be built by the Lima 
Locomotive Works, will be coal- 
burners of the 2-8-8-4 type, class 
AC-9. They will be of the same 
general type as the other 28 new 
ones, except in being designed 
for use of coal as fuel and with 
the cab in conventional position. 
They are for service on the Rio 





that the first of the new loco- 
motives will be delivered about 
next September. 





SP TESTING 
DIESEL SWITCHER 





A diesel-electric switcher is 
being tested in the Oakland yards 
of the Southern Pacific to de- 
termine the feasability of the 
Southern Pacific buying a num- 
ber of diesel-electric switchers. 
Owned by the Electro - Motive 
Corporation, General Motors sub- 
siduary, the engine was leased 
to the SP for the experiment. If 
successful, it is expected that the 
SP will buy number of these 
engines. ; 





SP SELLS TRANSIT LINES 





The Southern Pacific Company 
announced during the past month 
that they had sold their inter- 
ests in several city transit com- 
panies to a nation-wide operator 
of city bus services. Involved in 
the dea] were the Southern Pa- 
cific interests in the San Jose 
Railroads, which abandoned 
street car service last April, the 
Fresno Traction, which is now 
abandoning street car service, 
and the Stockton Traction, which 
is still operating an all street- 
car service. The new manage- 
ment has not yet made any state- 
ment as to their plans regard- 
ing the rumored replacement of 
Stockton cars with busses in 


view of a very unsuccessful at- 





Grande division. It is expected | 


tempt by a previous management. 
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SP SCRAPS PACIFICS 


The Southern Pacific has 
scrapped two pacific type en- 
gines, numbers 3103 and 3107, at 
Bay Shore Shops during the week 
of the 19th, and are planning to 
scrap the rest of the 3100-3109 
(P-11) series unless a_ suitable 
use can be found for them. The 
series which were built by Bald- 
win in 1907 have been in service 
on the NWP recently after serv- 
ing for many years in chain- 
gang service between San Fran- 
cisco and San Jose. They origin- 
ally came from the El Paso & 
Southwestern. 





KEY SYSTEM ENGINE 
BACK IN SERVICE 


Following its 
brief trip to 
the shops for 
a complete ov- 
erhauling the 

engine of the Oakland Terminal 
Railroad (Key System affiliate) 
has been returned to service 
switching freight cars over the 
Key System tracks in East Oak- 
land and Emeryville. The Sou- 
thern Pacific engine that was 
use while the No. 4 was in the 
shops has been returned. Oak- 
land Terminal No. 4:-was former- 
ly owned by the PG&E who used 
her during the construction of 
the Pit River power project. 
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P. E. ENLARGES 
ENGINE ROSTER 


In these trying days for the 
railroads, it is definitely a ‘scoop’ 
to hear of a pike which has only 
recently tripled the size of its 
steam power roster. This, ac- 
cording to R. H. Angier, is the 
record of the Pacific Electric 
Ry., having just acquired two 
0-6-0 switchers. Numbered 1505 
and -1506, these were formerly 
SP 1139 and 1123, Class S-8, with 
51 inch drivers, 19x26 inch cylin- 
ders, 140,000 Ibs. weight, 175 Ibs. 
steam pressure, 27,380 Ibs. tract- 


-|ive force and built by Baldwin 


in 1906. No. 1504, which con- 
stituted the entire roster till now 
was formerly Arizona Eastern 
No. 36. The three are regularly 
assigned as follows: No. 1504 
Watson, 1505 Long Beach, 1506 
Goodyear. 





SP WRECKED ENGINE 
OUT OF BACK SHOPS 


4362, the SP 4-8-2 on No. 6 
in the Tortuga wreck, is now 
breaking in on helper service 
east of Los Angeles. 





THE “ARIZONA 
OVERNIGHT” 


Southern Pacific has taken an- 
other step forward in the 
“streamlining” of freight serv- 
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ice. with the inauguration, on 
February ist, of the “Arizona Ov- 
ernight” between Los Angeles and 
Tuscon. This new merchandise 
hot shot, consisting of a 4300 
class Tocomotive with a string of 
high speed box cars, affords Yu- 
ma and Pheonix merchants first 
morning delivery and Tuscon de- 
livery that afternoon. This train 
is the fourth of its type to be 
scheduled out of Los Angeles, 
2-69, 55, and 820 having already 
proved their worth. 





RAIL PREXY DIES 





Santa Fe lost its 
president March 8, 
when §S. T. Bledsoe 
passed away in Chi- 
cago at the age of 
11. He was one of the ‘up-from- 
the-ranks’ presidents, and his 
management was such that the 
Santa Fe became one of the 
strongest roads in the country, 
financially and physically. 

His loss will be felt by Cali- 
fornia railfans in particular be- 
cause Mr. Bledsoe was deeply 
interested in the Western rail- 
fan movement and was kept pos- 
ted on al] activities of this group. 










SANTA FE MYSTERY 
TRIP STILL MYSTERY 





An interesting fact came to 
light the other day and to 
our knowledge, has never before 
appeared in print. Clem Fisher 
was laying plans for the Direc- 
tor’s Special, C-NRHS excursion 
over the Santa Fe, and had plan- 
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ned to requisition the “Super- 
Chief” Diesel-electric locomotive 
No. 1 as a surprise feature for 
motive power on the southbound 
trip. 

On inquiry, he discovered that 
the original diesel, which was 
numbered M-1 ‘with units A and 
B, was converted into two sep- 
arate units at the Topeka shops 
of the Santa Fe in 1938. Each 
unit was modernly streamlined 
after the fashion of the Golden 
Gates and the San Diegan and 
each now operates in regular 
service handling the Chicagoan 
and the Kansas Cityan, stream- 
liners between Chicago and Kan- 
sas City. 

So the gleaming stainless-steel 
diesel will not be hauling the 
Director’s Special. The mystery 
still remains: When will the trip 
come off? More about this ex- 
cursion in later issues. 





NWP FIGHT 
CONTINUES 





The fight to 
maintain __ electric 
train-ferry service 
to Marin County 
points continues 
with the fight getting rougher 
and rougher each day. Late de- 
velopments include the publish- 
ing of “The Commuter”, a live- 
ly sheet which seems to have 
the purpose of having a munici- 
pal or county owned system take 
over the NWP rail properties. 
Backed by the NWP employees, 
the paper has for its motto “Buck 
the Busses with a Buck”. 
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WEST SIDE MAY 
GET ENGINE 





The West Side Lumber Co. 
is negotiating for the purchase 
of engine number four of the 
Elk Lumber Company, which 
ceased logging recently. The en- 
gine is a shay type engine of 
comparatively recent construc- 
tion. 

West Side recently put their 
number 2 into service again, but 
took their number 3 out. Engines 
4 and 6 have been out of service 
for some time, and the line is 
now being operated by numbers 
1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 





PICKERING 14 
SCRAPPED 





Former Sierra Ry. No. 4, which 
was the subject of much debate 
between the West Side Lumber 
Company and the Pickering Lum- 
ber Corp. over who owned it, 
was scrapped since the first of 
the year. An American type en- 
gine, it stood at Tuolumne for 
many years with the name Pick- 
ering and the number 1 paint- 
ed on it, but on West Side Lum- 
ber Company property. Question 
as to ownership ended when per- 
sons unknown scrapped the en- 
gine. 


\ 





UNION LUMBER COMPANY 
RUNS OWN ENGINE 





Though we were unaware of 
it during the excursion to Fort 
Bragg last April, the Union Lum- 
ber Company owns a shay type 
engine and have only recently 
put it into service. Formerly 
stored in the woods, it was taken 
to Ten-Mile and put into switch- 
ing service on the night shift. 
Other logging railroad operaticns 
however are taken care of with 
the equipment of the California 
Western Railroad. The day shift 
at Ten-Mile is handled by the 
recently acquired No. 14. 





LUMBER LINE 
BEING SCRAPPED 





The lumber railroad at De Ha- 
ven, Mendocino County, which 
has not been used since 1900 
is now being scrapped. The four 
miles of main line and the single 
engine are now in the hands of 
the scrappers, and the line will 
be no more in a few weeks. 


The railroad at Elk, referred to 
in our West Side story, has been 
scrapped during the past few 
months, and some of the engines 
are due for scrapping though one 
or two may be sold as service- 
able equipment. 


. 





MAY 15—SP DAY AT THE 
* FAIR 
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MUNICIPAL RAILWAY 
ATTACK 





The Municipal 

Railway of San 

Francisco was the 

object of an attack 

by east bay resi- 

dents recently for 

diverting of al] the Muni cars 


except the D line down Market 
Street leaving the East Bay Ter- 
minal without service on Sun- 
days. The diversion on Sundays 
was made to accommodate San 
Francisco residents who wished 
to go to the fair via the ferries, 
rail officials countered, and be- 
sides it’s a choice of one block 
for East Bay residents or six 
blocks for San Franciscans. 





MARKET STREET NOW 
ALL TWO-MAN 





Strange _ sights 
were in store for the 
railfan this month 
when the Market 
Street Railway res- 
tored two-man oper- 
ation to its street cars in San 
Francisco. With 800’s on the 35 


line, 1700’s on the 27 line, two- 
man 750’s on the 28 line, and 
800’s on the 23 (Richland) line 
the railfan had many strange 
combinations to shoot with his 
trusty camera. The city officials 
have indicated that their .orders 
that the Market Street Railway 
abandon the 35 line on Howard 








Street will leave that district 
without public transportation 
for two months while facilities 
for trolley bus operation by the 
city are being installed. The city 
has made an agreement that if 
the Market Street will give them 
the overhead wires the city will 
take care of the track removal 
via PWA. 





EAST BAY SERVICE 
TO FAIR 





token fare and issuing and ac- 
cepting transfers to and from the 
street car lines of the East Bay 
Transit Company, the “X” line 
service connecting with Key Sys- 
tem boats to Treasure Island is 
now in normal operation follow- 
ing the initial rush of the Fair 
opening. Despite a temporary 
closing of the East side ferry 
slip on the island, the service 
is keeping its published sched- 
ule. Operating on a 40 minute 
headway the X line service is 
operated on lines A, B (to Wes- 
ley station), C (to 41st & Pied- 
mont), E (to College Ave.), F, 
H (to University), and K of the 
Key System. Though only the 
token fare is charged on the 


trains an additional 10¢ is char- 
ged on the boats between the 
Key Route pier and the Island. 














